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makes the study of home background more meaningful and
precise.17 It is also of value in suggesting items in the home
environment which have the greatest sociological and psycho-
logical significance. Parents and teachers might use the scale
in making an inventory o[ a particular home with a view to
making desirable changes in it.
The relationship of parents to each other exerts a potent
and subtle influence on the child. Wickes 18 emphasizes the
need for parents to analyze and modify their own mental
mechanisms as a first step in dealing with behavior problems
in their children. Questions, such as the following should
be considered: (1) Does the parent have irrational fears?
(2) Is there antagonism between parents? (8) Do the
parents seek satisfactions in their child which they fail to
find in each other? (4) Are the parents living in an atmos-
phere of tension, repression, and restraint? (5) Does one
parent belittle or undermine the authority of the other?
(6) Does one parent shirk many of the more difficult details
of training, such as those involved in bowel and bladder
control, personal cleanliness, and table manners?
Lincoln Steffens gives an interesting example of parents*
differing attitude toward their child:
I loved my mother, but — my father respected me. He respected,
as you see, my disobedience; he respected my bunk, my lies, iny
crimes. When I was a fireman, mother made me clothes o£ red stuff
that were suitable for a firefighter — sure; and she let me ride my
pony to fires; but when one day there was an alarm during dinner
and I leaped up so quick that I nearly upset the table, she remon-
strated and forbade me to go to that fire. I wasn't really a fireman
to her. To my father I was. He sprang up too, put out a hand
to stay my mother's indignation, and shouted: "Go it, boy! Get
there—-first!" ld
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